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Accelerated Reader is a program based on the fact that students become more motivated to read if

they are tested on the content of the books they have read and are rewarded for correct answers.

Students read each book, individually take the test on the computer, and receive gratification when

they score well. Schools using the Accelerated Reader program have seen a significant increase in

reading among their students.These new titles are valuable resources to help reluctant readers get

the guidance they need.
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Gr 4-7-Beginning with a fictionalized account of someone hearing about Gallaudet College,

Basinger goes on to explain how the human ear works, what causes deafness, and how hearing

impairments affect people's lives. Unfortunately, the information is confusing and incomplete, and

the photos show lightning and people taking hearing tests instead of elucidating the text. The

discussion of how the ear works reads, "One end of the malleus, or hammer, bone is attached to the

eardrum; the other end of the malleus is attached to the incus, or anvil, bone." None of this is

illustrated. Instead, a photo on the next page shows a girl blowing her nose to open her eustachian

tubes. In a muddled description of degrees of hearing impairment, readers learn that "A person who



needs a decibel level of 90 to hear 2000 Hz, 60 dB to hear 1000 Hz, and 10 dB to hear 500 Hz

would have a pure-tone average of 53 dB." For this kind of information, young readers need lots of

visual aids. For a better treatment of the topic, try Elaine Landau's Deafness (21st Century,

1995).-Christine A. Moesch, Buffalo & Erie County Public Library, NY Copyright 2000 Cahners
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